Vill. 17 Jul 87 


Accordingly, on 30 July 1987, the progress and development tax 
will be canceled while the head tax of $60 per annum will be 
abolished as of January 1988. As our discussions continue, a 
(?measure) designed to streamline fiscal management and to 
improve the efficiency of the budget process was adopted. In this 
connection, the Liberian fiscal year will be changed to a calendar 
year torun from | January to 31 December each year. While the 
current budget, presently under review, will, however, not be 
adjusted and will continue to be valid until 31 December 1987 
when the new budget will come into effect. 


The cabinet also decided that all logging companies operating in 
Liberia would pay their taxes directly to the banks and present 
receipts to the Committee on Forestry and that a private firm in 
the name of the Forestry Development Authority be commis- 
sioned to assess the timber products in Liberia. 


Government believes that this action will ensure a check and 
balance system and proper accountability in the timber industry. 
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Swedish Minerals Company] joint ventures relinquished by an 
American company. Of this amount, $10 million was to be 
utilized as government's contribution to the operation cost of this 
joint venture, while $5 million was to revert to government for 
other purposes, including salary payment. 


However,of the $5 million, only $2.5 million was actually dis- 
bursed to government and was used for settlement of that obliga- 
tion, leaving a balance of $2.5 million which was disbursed by 
the Meridian Bank based on an unauthorized instruction given 
by the former minister of finance, Mr Robert C. Tubman. As a 
result of investigations and a series of discussions, Meridian Bank 
has now agreed to refund a portion of the total amount to the 
Government of Liberia. Because of the former Finance Minister 
Robert C. Tubman’s negligence and misjudgment, government 
now stands to lose an amount of $1.487 million. 


The (?difference) of this amount is hereto attached. Accordingly, 
government is contemplating appropriate action to be taken in 
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ANGOLA 


Ministry Issues Statement on Talks With Crocker 
MBI161922 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1900 GMT 16 Jul 87 


(“Press Release” issued by the Ministry of External Relations of 
the People’s Republic of Angola in Luanda on 16 July] 


[Text] Delegations of the People’s Republic of Angola and the 
United States — led by Foreign Minister Afonso Van Dunem 
Mbinda and Chester Crocker, U.S. assistant secretary of state 
for African affairs — met in Luanda from 14-15 July to resume 
talks following a decision made by the Government of the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola in March 1987. 


During the discussions, the two sides reviewed the problems that 
had led to the suspension of talks. They also reviewed issues 
related to the situation in southern Africa; namely, the total and 
unconditional withdrawal of South African soldiers from the 
southern part of Angola’s Cunene Province; the implementation 
of UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 on the independence 
of Namibia; and all issues pertaining to the implementation of 
the proposals cortained in the platform and its annex which was 
sent by the Angolan Government to the UN Secretary General 
in November 1984. 


The talks were held in an atmosphere of relative mutual under- 
standing and cordiality. Both sides were pleased with the resump- 
tion of the talks. Both sides pledged to continue efforts in search 
of negotiated settlements that ensure a lasting peace in southern 
Africa, respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the 
People’s Republic of Angola, and contribute to the rapid imple- 
mentation of UN Security Council Resolution 435/78 on the 
independence of Namibia. 


Portuguese Credits To Help Rebuild Lomaum Dam 
MBI171018 Dakar PANA in English 0955 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] Luanda, 17 July (ANGO/PANA) — The 40-million U.S. 
dollar hydroelectric dam of Lomaum in Angola’s western prov- 
ince of Benguela is to be rebuilt following its sabotage, in 1982, 
by South African backed UNITA terrorists, the Angolan finance 
minister has said. 


In an Angolan TV interview Augusto Teixeira de Matos said that 
two comparies are already waiting to begin work, adding that 
part of the equipment has already arrived at the port of Lobito. 


The minister said the dam’s rehabilitation will be partially 
covered by a 140-million U.S. dollar credit recently granted by 
Portugal to the Angolan Government. The dam supplies power 
to the provinces of Benguela and Huambo. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


Renamo Claims Capture of Northern Towns, Weapons 
MB170834 Johannesburg International Service 
in English 0630 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] Renamo says its forces have captured two towns in 
northern Mozambique and have killed 31 Mozambicans and 19 
Tanzanian soldiers. A Renamo statement issued in Lisbon said 
five tanks had also been destroyed in the operation, which 
resulted in the capture -of the town of Mandimba in northern 
Niassa Province and lapala in neighboring Nampula Province. 
The statement said that in the attack on Mandimba, Renan\o 
forces had seized nine SAM-7 missiles, more than 300 light 
weapons, and five tons of ammunition. It said when the govern- 
ment troops abandoned lapala, they left behind a B-11 gun, two 
tons of ammunition, and a ton of medical supplies. 


Radio Details ‘Bandit Actions’ in Zambezia 
MB170704 Maputo Domestic Service in Portuguese 
0400 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] In Zambezia Province, over 700 primary schools have been 
damaged and another 68 completely destroyed by the terrorist 
acts of the South African-supported armed bandits. At present, 
about 138,000 children have no access to school because of these 
bandit actions. A source from the emergency national executive 
committee revealed that 8 of the 32 secondary schools in Zam- 
bezia Province have been destroyed and 3,700 students have no 
classrooms. 


A team which recently visited the province noted that although 
the military situation has improved substantially in recent 
months, the economic and social destruction by the armed ban- 
dits is clearly visible. In the health field, 144 of the 280 health 
units in the province have been destroyed. In addition, the bandits 
damaged 44 administrative buildings and 13 bridges and 
destroyed 325 light and heavy vehicles. South African agricul- 
tural destabilization in Zambezia is evidenced by the destruction 
of a sugar complex, a number of small tea factories, four copra 
factories, cad three cotton fields, as well as the theft and killing 
of 58,000 head of cattle. A total of 503 of the 1,700 rural stores 
have also been hit by the bandits’ terrorist wrath. 


Meanwhile, the number of cattle throughout the country has 
been reduced dras‘ ically in recent years following indiscriminate 
killing and effects of war and drought. Today, Nampula Province 
possesses only about 17,000 head of cattle out of over 28,000 that 
existed last year. According to information revealed in Maputo 
yesterday at a national seminar on animal husbandry, there has 
been an (increase) in the rearing of pigs in recent times. 
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NAMIBIA 


NP Leader Criticizes Draft Constitution 
MB151613 Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 
in English 14 Jul 87 p 1 


{Text} SWA National Party leader Kosie Pretorius today 
launched a sharp attack on Namibia's majority-approved draft 
constitution. 


Speaking at the opening of th 1987 National Party Congress in 
Windhoek today, Pretorius said it did not take the ‘given factor’ 
of minority rights, or the country’s heterogenic framework, into 
consideration. 


It was, he underlined, drawn up to comply with the demands 
made by people in the “glass palace of the United Nations 
Organisations.” 


The NP leader was opening a congress which will focus on, 
among other issues, on the vital areas of education and the 
constitution. 


Although some overoptimistic politicians have dismissed the NP 
congress as “irrelevant in this day and age” it cannot be ignored 
because of the grip the party appears to have retained, through 
thick and thin, on the constitutional process. 


Observers point out that although the draft constitution was 
passed by a majority in the Constitutional Council, the NP’s 
minority draft was virtually accorded the same status. 


It was submitted together with the other draft to the Cabinet. 


Impeccable sources involved in the constitutional process told 
The Advertiser that it appeared as if the NP had once again 
outmartialled “the majority.” 


Pretorius said today that the constitutional blueprint paid no 
heed to the heterogenic and unique framework of the Namibian 
set-up. 


“The constitution was drawn up to please the Western Five 
rather than the chosen leaders of Namibia.” 


Because of disagreements, mainly over interpretation of the 
Council’s mandate, the NP had finally drawn up its own model 
“at the request of Constitutional Council Chairman Victor 
Hiemstra.” 


Pretorius said minority rights were disregarded in the constitu- 
tion and that “it was doubtful if any future agreement would be 
worth the paper it was written on if the understandings of the 


past were not respected.” 


He referred to a declaration by the South African State President 
to the Western Five that “it was fundamental that minority 
rights should receive serious attention. 
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“However, a final constitution with a majority vote, accepted on 
a pre-planned date, was clearly the interpretation made by the 
chairman and not reconciliation by negotiable politics.” 


He said the NP had learned in the hard way that politics by 
negotiation should not be based on vague agreements and under- 
standings. 


“Vague settlements do not satisfy in the long run. 


“It is better that room be made for standpoints ‘next to each 
other.”” 


On the sensitive education issue, Pretorius said different inter- 
pretations of this matter was the main reason for the break-up of 
the NP’s original negotiating team in the Transitional Govern- 
ment. 


It would be one of the key issues addressed by congress. 


Motions outlined on the party agenda call for rights to exclusive 
education, and the right to care for “own sick and aged,” as well 
as the right to “own taxation” and control over “own cultural 
affairs.” 


Pretorius said today how the Cabinet dealt with the “whole 
constitutional issue” would be closely watched. 


“We want to warn against acting too hastily and the expectations 
raised by ‘ad hoc’ decisions,” he said. 


Car Bomb in Windhoek Causes ‘Millions’ in Damage 
MBI170911 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0840 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] Windhoek July 17, SAPA — Approximately 30 kilograms 
of explosives were used in the bomb blast which rocked Wind- 
hoek’s central business district at about 9.45 last night. 


The police chief, Inspector Kierie du Rand, speaking this morn- 
ing in the partially devastated French Bank shopping centre in 
the city, confirmed that the explosives had been planted in a car 
in the parking garage of the centre, and that no one had been 
injured. 


The explosion last night, heard in far-off suburbs of Windhoek, 
is the biggest of its kind ever to go off in SWA/Namibia. This 
morning parts of the shopping complex were still cordoned off 
while police continued investigations. There was still a massive 
police presence at the complex this morning, and an interim 
government cabinet minister, Mr Dawns Bezuidenhout, went to 
assess the damage. 


Inspector du Rand, asked about the estimated cost of the dam- 
age, said he estimated it to be “millions,” since the structural 
foundation of the centre had been badly damaged. This morning 
cleaners at various shops in the vicinity which were also damaged 
in the blast were sweeping broken plate glass windows away while 
repair work started. 


zB 
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Inspector du Rand said at this stage the police had no leads as to 
who was responsible for the blast, and said they had not as yet 
established the origin of the explosives. What remained would be 
sent away for forensic tests, he said. 


The bomb blast in the central business district last night, resulted 
in a sparsely crowded city centre this morning. Not too many 
shoppers were in.evidence at the OK bazaar, a portion of which 
was also damaged by the explosion. The parking area was still 
sealed off, with police maintaining strict security and not allow- 
ing press or members of the public through the cordons. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Envoy Recalled From France; Pik Botha Comments 
MB16i748 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1722 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] Pretoria July 16 SAPA — South Africa has recalled its 
ambassador-designate to France after the French president 
refused to accept his credentials over the jailing of a French 
national in the Ciskei. 


A statement from the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, 
tonight said French President Francois Mitterrand was behaving 
“in a spiteful and inappropriate manner” for “domestic political 
gain.” Mr Mitterand last month refused to accept Mr Geld- 
enhuys’ diplomatic credentials over the imprisonment of Pierre- 
Andre Albertini, 27, who was sentenced to four years in prison 
in Ciskei in October 1986 for refusing to testify in court against 
African National Congress accused. 


Mr Botha said in the statement that “all the relevant 
requirements of diplomatic etiquette had been met” and that 
agreement was granted for Mr Geldenhuys’ appointment as 
ambassador to France before his departure for Paris. 


France does not recognise Ciskei as an independent country and 
appealed to South Africa to release Albertini. 


“Whether the French Government recognises or does not recog- 
nise the Ciskei Government is not relevant,” Mr Botha said. 
“Albertini was sentenced in a Ciskeian court of law. If a South 
African citizen were to be sentenced in a former French territory 
which is not recognised by South Africa, it would be ridiculous 
to take diplomatic retaliation against France,” Mr Botha added. 


“In spite of the fact that the Ciskei is independent I went out of 
my way to, within the limits of what is regarded as correct in 
cases of this nature, to act as a go-between for the French 
Government and Ciskei Government,” Mr Botha added. He said 
the least that could have been expected from President Mitter- 
rand was “a little appreciation on his part for what I had done.” 


Mr Botha accused the French president of having been informed 
by someone “who knows nothing about diplomatic procedure and 
even less about the facts of the Albertini affair.” 


He said in the light of Mr Mitterrand’s position and after 
consulting the state president, Mr P.W. Botha, he had recalled 
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Mr Geldenhuys. “Until such time as the matter takes another 
course I do not foresee that Mr Geldenhuys will return to 
France,” Mr Botha said. He added that the South African 
Embassy would fall under the responsibility of a charge 
d'affaires. 


Further Reports on Travels of IDASA-ANC Group 


Group Departs Burkina Faso 
AB1 51700 Ouagadougou Domestic Service in French 


1300 GMT 15 Jul 87 


[Text] The members of the ANC and the Institute for a Demo- 
cratic Alternative for South Africa [IDASA] who have been 
visiting Ouagadougou since 13 July will be leaving by air in less 
than | hour for Accra. They were received this morning by the 
president of Burkina Faso before addressing a news conference 
at the Silmande Hotel. Yesterday evening, the two South African 
delegations held debates with delegates of the RDP [People’s 
Democratic Revolution] and those of the anti-apartheid move- 
ment. 


Opening the discussions that were held in the conference hall of 
the CEAO [West African Economic Community], the chairman 
of the Bambata Committee [not further explained], Comrade 
Ablasse Compaore, praised the courage of our visitors. He stated, 
among other things, that by braving the furor of the South 
African regime and crossing the borders of South Africa to meet 
their compatriots who have been forced into an unsettled life of 
exile, the members of the IDASA delegation have accomplished 
a historic act. That is why the courage and determination of the 
members of the white delegation deserve praise, said the 
chairman of the Bambata Committee. He concluded that history 
will remember that in July 1987 these heroes established, with 
the ANC, the stepping stones to the final solution to apartheid 
in Africa. 


The militants then asked many questions that enabled the leaders 
of the ANC and the IDASA to clarify some aspects of the 
apartheid issue. Listen, for example, to Comrade Thabo Mbeki, 
member of the ANC Executive Committee making an analysis 
of the situation in southern Africa. It is translated by Comrade 
Marie- Therese Fedougou: 


[Begin recording of Fedougou translation] While introducing 
some members of my delegation to you, I stressed the faci that 
many live in Lusaka. I think it was very important to :nention 
that because it illustrates the very tense situation in South Africa 
and in the southern African subregion. In the entire region, 
peopie have come to accept a permanent war situation until 
apartheid is totally destroyed. You certainly realize that war was 
waged for nearly 23 years in Mozambique, and for an even longer 
period in Angola. The root causes of these conflicts that persist 
for so long are apartheid, colonialism, and the domination of the 
white man. 


I could give you a deeper meaning of what I have just said. For 
example, concerning Mozambique: Mozambique is divided into 
12 provinces, and in the years 1980-84, in one specific province, 
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100,000 people were assassinated. They died from the systematic 
aggression of the South African regime against Mozambique. 


Other examples of destruction in Mozambique, Angola, and 
other bordering countries could be cited. And it must be realized 
that the main aim of this campaign of agression is to exclude the 
ANC, to expel it from South Africa, because the regime recog- 
nizes the fact that the majority of South Africans recognize and 
support the ANC. The regime is aware that the ANC has a very 
large following among the masses in South Africa. This has led 
to commitment to the armed struggle and political struggle being 
waged until the total eradication of the racist system that exists 
in South Africa. The regime is aware of this, and that is why it 
has seen to it that some of our offices are bombed. And they are 
very worried by the fact that [words indistinct] propose to build 
in South Africa — after completely eradicating the apartheid 
regime — that they have been causing all these problems of 
aggression in the neighboring countries. [end recording] 


Then, on the occasion of the departure of the South African 
delegation, the president of Burkina Faso appealed to the univer- 
sal conscience and international democratic opinion to erase the 
threats made by the South African regime against this del- 
egation. Let us listen to this appeal read by Comrade Patrick 
Ilboudo, member of the Bambata Committee: 


[Ilboudo] These white South Africans had the courage to travel 
out of South Africa to hold discussions with the militants of the 
ANC and Africans. These white South Africans, who are seeking 
a democratic alternative in South Africa, are being threatened 
with repressive measures on their return by the apartheid gov- 
ernment, by the neo-Nazi South African party, by the South 
African Ku Klux Klan, and by racist South Africans. 


The comrade president of Burkina Faso is appealing to the 
universal conscience to protect these South Africans from the 
repression that looms before them, because they made the coura- 
geous decision to hold talks with the ANC and other Africans. 
They did so to bring about peace and to overcome hatred and 
intolerance. The comrade president of Burkina Faso appeals to 
international democratic opinionl to all the forces of progress, 
and to all defenders of freedom and human rights to turn away 
these threats and pressures, and to guarantee a peaceful return 
of our white brothers from South Africa to their fatherland and 
their homes. 


The fatherland or death; we shall win! 


Group Arrives in Ghana 
AB152210 Accra International Service in English 
1930 GMT 15 Jul 87 


[Text] A delegation of 53 South African whites and leaders of the 
ANC arrived in Ghana today for a 2-day visit. The delegation 
was welcomed by Miss Joyce Aryee, secretary at the office of the 
chairman of the Committee of Secretaries; Mr Kwamena Ahwoi, 
acting secretary for information; and the undersecretary for 
foreign affairs, Dr Mohammed Chambas. 
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Welcoming the delegation, Miss Aryee recalled that there has 
been a lot of propaganda by foreign media which created the false 
impression that the team will not be welcomed in Ghana. The 
visit by the group, therefore, shows that it is their avowed aim 
that the obnoxious apartheid system is abolished. Miss Aryee 
stated that Ghana has always supported all progressive liberation 
movements fighting for independence. She observed that democ- 
racy is not limited only to whites, but also to all peace-loving 
peoples, and as long as the Pretoria regime regards the issue of - 
apartheid as undebatable, the ANC will intensify its armed 
struggle. 


The leader of the delegation, Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, said 
the group is delighted to te in Ghana, where the fight for 
independence and decolonization first began. Dr Slabbert noted 
that as a move to promote a nonracial society in South Africa, a 
movement known as the Institute for Democratic Alternative for 
South Africa has been formed. Its aim is to bring together a! 
exiled South Africans who are opposed to apartheid. 


According to Dr Slabbert, the visit of the delegation is to study 
at first hand how African governments are effectively managing 
their own affairs based on their own political systems. For 
example, Dr Slabbert said in Burkina Faso, the delegation was 
satisfied with the revolutionary leadership under Captain 
Thomas Sankara. He said it is only Africans who can question 
their own political systems to liberate the continent. 


Asked about the sort of reprisals the delegation is likely to 
encounter on its return to South Africa, Dr Slabbert said the 
South Afircan Government has already given an indication that 
it does not support the group's tour. 


To another question, Dr Slabbert conceded that it is part of an 
overall propaganda by the Pretoria regime to brand the ANC as 
a terrorist movement. 


On his part, the information and publicity officer of the ANC, 
Mr Thabo Mbeki, said there is not the commitment of whites to 
free the country from the oppressive Pretoria regime. 


In connection with the visit, an open forum on the situation in 
South Africa will be held at the Kwame Nkrumah Conference 
Center at 1000 tomorrow morning. The participants will include 
the South African delegation. 


Welcoming Remarks Reported 
ABI161326 Dakar PANA in English 0843 GMT 16 July 87 


[Text] Accra, 13 July (GNA/PANA) — Armed struggle will 
remain the chief means for destroying apartheid in South Africa 
although other strategies will be necessary, Joyce Aryee, a 
Ghanaian Provisional National Defence Council (PNDC) secre- 
tary (minister) said in Accra yesterday. Aryee made the assertion 
wien she welcomed a group of more than 50 white South African 
liberals and senior African National Congress (ANC) officials to 
Ghana. 


The liberals group, led by Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, head of the 
Institute for a Democratic Alternative in South Africa (IDASA), 
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arrived in Accra for a three-day visit from Burkina Faso to 
exchange ideas with Ghanaian officials and people. 


Aryee said, “In addition to the armed struggle there obviously 
will have to be some other means of fighting apartheid. There is 
never going to be a point where armed struggle will not be 
necessary. As long as apartheid claims to be non-debatable, 
armed struggle will not also be debatable’’, she said. 


Aryee said Ghana is particularly sensitive to apartheid since she 
can be regarded as the pioneer of the African liberation struggle. 
Ghanaians, she said, are proud to have the group in the country 
“because it will afford it the opportunity to experience what it 
feels to be free.” 


Asked if he felt the liberal whites are sincere, Thabo Mbeki, 
ANC director of information who accompanied the group, said 
“some whites are even in our army. There is nothing in a man’s 
colour that defines his politics. When people sense oppression 
they rebel, whether black or white”, Mbeki said. 


Among the group which last week held talks with the ANC in 
Senegal, are academics, politicians, businessmen and writers. 
Prominent among them are exiled Afrikaans poet, Breyten Brey- 
tenbach, and Alex Borraine, executive director of IDASA. 


Slabbert Comments 
AB161348 Dakar PANA in English 1125 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] Accra, 16 July(GNA/PANA) - The visiting white South 
African veteran politician, Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, said yes- 
terday that Africa has a more important role to play in ending 
apartheid, than had been previously thought. 


Speaking in Accra at a press conference on arrival from Ouaga- 
dougou at the head of a group of white liberal South Africans, 
he said Africa’s role has been made more apparent during his 
West African visit. Slabbert said, hitherto, they had sought 
European models in ending apartheid but what they have seen 
shows that it is wrong for South Africans to set themselves apart 
from their own people and from the continent. He said there must 
be more interaction between South Africans and the rest of the 
continent. 


Asked whether he thinks the ANC is a terrorist organization, he 
replied: “The ANC is the biggest political group in South Africa 
today. I think it is part of the government’s propaganda to depict 
the ANC as a terrorist organisation and a small group of 
Moscow-dominated communists. I don’t accept that.” 


Slabbert said he believes the armed struggle is not the only way 
to end apartheid adding that in the Dakar talks with the ANC, 
the two parties agreed that there was the need for a multiple 
strategy to bring down apartheid. 


He spoke of ferment in the white South African community 
adding that this is reflected in the break-away of many Afrikaner 
academics, journalists, writers, politicians and businessmen from 
the mainstream of government policy, and who are seeking 
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change. He said the violence in the country is a challenge to those 
of them who do not believe that is the way to effect change. 


Slabbert said his group believes in a future non-racial and 
democratic South Africa. “We envisage one country belonging 
to all South Africans, black and white, with one government in 
which all the people will participate, one person one vote and 
equal opportunities />r all.” 


He said his group is delighted to be in Ghana where independence 
was first achieved and where the struggle against decolonization 
began in black Africa. 


Slabbert said they found what is going on in Burkina Faso “very 
refreshing’’, especially attempts of the leadership to mobilise the 
people in a way as to achieve rapid economic development and 
unity. 


With him at the press conference were Breyten Breytenbach, an 
Afrikaner poet now living in exile, Alex Borraine, executive 
director of the Institute for a Democratic Alternative in South 
Africa and an ANC delegation led by Thabo Mbeki, director of 
information. 


More From Slabbert, Mbeki 
AB161728 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1300 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] A member of the PNDC, Mr Justice D.F. Annan, this 
morning emphasized that Ghana is not against white South 
Africans, but is against the obnoxious system of apartheid. He 
made this declaration at an open forum in Accra with the visiting 
delegation of white South Africans and the ANC. Mr Justice 
Annan said Ghana has lived and worked with whites before and 
after independence in an atmosphere of freedom and justice, and 
this is what Ghanaians wish to see prevailing in South Africa. 
The PNDC member expressed confid. nce that Ghanaians ‘vill 
join other progressive countries not only in Africa, but 
throughout the world, who are committed to the destruction of 
apartheid. 


The leader of the South African white delegation, Dr Frederik 
Slabbert, said the delegation does not represent the South Afri- 
can Government nor any party. He said they totally reject 
apartheid as a philosophy and policy and they are not prepared 
to accept any form of racial domination. Dr Slabbert said their 
concern is to evolve a strategy to abolish apartheid and find an 
alternative form of government. He agreed during question time 
that whatever alternative is identified must be agreed upon by 
the people, and admitted that the struggle for the dismantiing of 
apartheid is not going to be easy. Dr Slabbert said there are, 
however, signs of hope toward its eradication. 


On his part, the leader of the ANC delegation, Thabo Mbeki, 
said Ghana and the ANC have a long-standing relationship. The 
ANC is therefore looking forward to Ghana's continuous partici- 
pation in the ANC’s just struggle against the apartheid regime. 


On the question of unity among the ANC and other liberation 
movements, Mr Mbeki agreed that it is fundamental to the 
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victory of the armed struggle. He said, basically, the masses of 
the people are united on the ground and this has been dem- 
onstrated on many occasions by their collective actions. [sentence 
as heard] 


Metalworker Union Members Return to Work 
MB160920 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0907 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] Johannesburg, July 16 SAPA — The metal industry 
appears to be running normally ard most employees are back at 
work after the mass strike by metalworkers on Tuesday. But the 
National Union of Metalworkers of South Africa (NUMSA) has 
announced it is considering strike action at large steel and 
fero-alloy plants where about 25,000 workers are not covered by 
the main wage agreement in the industry. 


NUMSA spokesman Dr Bernie Fanaroff told SAPA yesterday 
that the union was planning strike ballots in big plants that 
include Highveld Steel, Iron and Steel Corporation (ISCOR), 
Union Steel Corporation (USCOR), Ferralloys and Manganese 
Metal. “These plaats have their own house agreements and are 
not covered by the main agreement for the industry extended by 
the minister on Tuesday. We are therefore able to hold separate 
ballots in these plants and this could involve about 25,000 work- 
ers in strike action,” said Dr Fanaroff. 


NUMSAS strike on Tuesday was aborted after the minister of 
manpower, Mr Pietie du Plessis, made the stoppage illegal by 
extending the main agreement to Friday when a new agreement 
for the industry will be gazetted. In terms of the Labour Rela- 
tions Act workers may not strike legally while an agreement is 
in force. 


Mr Sam van Coller, executive director of the Steel and Engineer- 
ing Industries Federation of South Africa (SEIFSA), confirmed 
that the union would be entitled to hold ballots for a legal strike 
in metallurgical plants excluded from the gazetted agreement. 


Dr Fanaroff said most workers were back on shift although some 
had been dismissed or locked out at a few small plants in the wake 
of the strike yesterday. These incidents had been “sorted out” by 
last night. 


Mr van Coller said the industry had returned to normal and the 
one-day action on Tuesday had made little impact on productiv- 
ity. He confirmed that a few dismissals had taken place during 
the strike and SEIFSA was still trying to resolve one minor 
dispute where workers were sacked. SEIFSA was advising com- 
panies to be lenient because workers had lacked clarity about the 
legality of their strike. 


Dr Fanaroff said NUMSA was still planning court action to 
challenge the minister's decision to make the strike illegal bu* 
this would not take place this week. 


Meanwhile the National Union of Mineworkers (NUM) hes 
announced it will press ahead with plans to stage a legal strike at 
a date not yet nade public. Yesterday Mr Elijah Barwyi, presi- 
dent of the Congress of South African Trade Unions, told the 
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labour federation’s annual congress that the strike would take 
place “no matter what happens.” 


NUM's general secretary, Mr Cyril Ramaphosa, told reporters 
at the congress that the date of the strike would probably be made 
known only 24 hours before it took place. 


About 200,000 workers on collieries and gold :1ines, where the 
union is recognised, voted last week to go on-strike after annual 
wage talks with the chamber of mines deadlocked. NUM is also 
seeking to ballot another 50,000 workers on mines where it is not 
recognised but has a presence. The union is demanding an 
across-the-board increase of 30 per cent while the chamber has 
offered between 16 and 23.4 per cent. 


2 Ciskei Police, ‘Terrorist’ Killed in Shoot-out 
MB170433 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2327 GMT 16 Jul 87 


{Excerpts} Mdantsane, July 16, SAPA — Three people — two 
policemen and a suspected terrorist were killed in a fierce shoot- 
out at a house in Mdantsane this morning. 


The names of the dead policemen hve not been released. The 
suspected terrorist has been identified as Mr Mpumelelo Mban- 
jwa by the owner of the house No 7401 in Zone 3, Mr Zwelakwe 
Dikshe. The name of the dead man was confirmed by the liaison 
officer for the police, Colonel Avery Ngaki. 


Ciskei’s commissioner of police, Major-General Monde Vakane, 
said three other policemen sustained minor injuries in the shoot- 
out which took place at approximately 11.30 am. “The injured 
men were treated and discharged from Cecilia Makiwane hospi- 
tal,” General Takane said. “Two limpet mines of foreign origin, 
one Makarov pistol with two magazines, an AK-47 with mag- 
azines and ammunition and explosives were also recovered.” 
[passage omitted] 


General Takane warned Ciskeians about harbouring strangers 
and suspected terrorists. ““Ciskeians should be on the lookout and 
report all suspicious characters to the authorities,” he said. 


Up to 500 ANC Members Said Killed by Government 
MB170757 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0700 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] As many as S00 ANC operatives are said to have been 
killed in a concerted campaign by South Africa against the 
banned organization. The campaign, carried out by suspected 
South African agents, has ied some ANC members to remark: 
Somethiing alarming is going on. An NC spokesman notes that 
President Botha has said he would strike at ANC members 
wherever they were, even in London. And in the British capital 
yesterday, three men appeared in court accused of plotting to 
kidnap high-ranking members of the organization. 
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Police Issue Unrest Report Covering 16 Jul 
MB170611 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0605 GMT 17 Jul 87 


[Text] Pretoria, July 17, SAPA — The following is the unrest 
report from the police public relations divisions, Pretoria: 


“The following unrest-related incidents were reported overnight: 


“At KwaMakut (Durban) a group of b'acks stoned a private 
dwelling. Police arrested three black men.” 


Press Comments on Current Issues, Problems 
MB17088 [Editorial Report] 


CITIZEN Welcomes Lift on Equity Ban 
Johannesburg The Citizen in English on 16 July notes in its page 
6 editorial that it is “delighted that the British Equity Council 
has decided to lift the ban on the sale of television and radio 
material to South Africa.” The paper points out that “cultural 
boycotts are meaningless, even if those who introduce them 
believe they are making a moral gesture against South Africa.” 
“In our case, more contact, not isolation, is the way in which to 
help end apartheid.” 


STAR Criticizes French MP’s Visit 

A page 14 editorial in Johannesburg The Star in English on 16 
July comments on the visit to South Africa by nine French MP’s 
“who have praised the Botha government for ending apartheid.” 
“We are not certain what they were shown here, but they seem 
to have missed all State schools, hospitals and other amenities; 
nearly all residential areas; not to mention Pariiament and a few 
other little items. It is good to see recent change: here been 
recognised for once; likewise the futility of sanctions. It's com- 
forting to have friends in Europe. But when they are as deluded 
as this they lose credibility.” 


BUSINESS DAY on Black Housing Shortage 

“Black people, including the 1,000 souls at Chicken Farm in 
Soweto, will not go away because municipal policemen kick and 
beat them and tear down their shacks,” notes a page 6 editorial 
in Johannesburg Business Day in English on 16 July. The 
minister of constitutional development and planning, Chris Heu- 
nis, “and his department must realize that demolishing squatter 
shacks is not only inhumane — it is plain stupid when there is no 
alternative housing, no other land on which they can build and 
when the official shortage of formal housing in black urban areas 
is 700,000 units.” “A year ago this month, President Botha 
trumpeted the end of influx control and the adoption of orderly 
urbanisation. He promised earlier to encourage development, not 
control movement. This week's events show his government is stil 
a long way from coining to grips with the real problem.” 


CAPE TIMES on Group Areas Act 
Cape Town Cape Times in English on 15 July notes in a page 8 
editorial that the Group Areas Act is “a major constraint on 
urbanization,” and urbanization, “is essential if there is to be 
industrialization and employment.” “Whether on economic 
grounds or for reasons of common decency, the Group Areas Act 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


is repugnant. Group area legislation denies people access to the 
free enterprise system and a share of its benefits. Retention of 
the Act makes nonsense of the government's reformist claims.” 


SOWETAN Criticizes Swaziland Fear of RSA 

“There has always been some suspicion that Swaziland has 
become the happy hunting grounds for agents provocateurs who 
assassinate political activists,” notes a page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg Sowetan in English on 16 July. “Swaziland, incidentally, 
was the first country to act with frightening alacrity when South 
Africa warned neighbouring states to rid themselves of so-called 
‘terrorists’.” “Black South Africans who fled to Swaziland and 
other Frontline States can hardly feel secure. It is scandalous the 
way Swaziland seems frightened of assassins in its streets.” 


NEW NATION: Cultural Movement Force in ‘Liberation’ 
An unsigned commentary on page 6 of Johannesburg New 
Nation for 16-22 July notes that the Congress of South African 
Trade Unions “recently set up a National Cultural Unit headed 
by full-time national co-ordinator Mi Hlatshwayo.” Hlatshwayo 
told New Nation that ““South Africa has always been pregnant 
with a worker culture.” “He described a worker culture as ‘a 
culture of opposition, a culture which points the way forward.” 
““The problem in the past has been that cultural work and talent 
has never been given enough prominence within democratic 
organisations in the form of structures. If culture continues to 
take a backseat in our organisations, it will never become the 
force it can be in our liberation struggle.” 


Writers Group To Work Against Apartheid 

An unsigned commentary on page 7 in New Nation says “the 
launch of the Congress of South African Writers (Cosaw) this 
month was yet another milestone in the development of an 
alternative culture.” “Cosaw is guided by its belief that art does 
not exist in a vacuum. ‘Art cannot exist in isolation from the 
interplay of the political and economic intellectual and tech- 
nological aspects of society,’ it said in a resolution.” “Cosaw 
epen'y aligned itself with the anti-apartheid struggle. It :csolved 
to ‘work towards the elimination of apartheid and the creation of 
a new democratic society.”” 


BURGER Critical of ANC ‘Apologists’ 

A page 10 editorial in Cape Town Die Burger in Afrikaans on 15 
July says that ‘the impression which the ANC apologists want to 
create is that the government is adamantly opposed to any 
negotiations. Therefore, other methods, however dangerous they 
may be, must be applied so as to literally get the government to 
negotiate over the barrel of a gun.” Die Burger points out that 
the head of Anglo American, Gavin Relly, “~yho can hardly be 
desc, ibed as a supporter of the government, recently spoke out in 
favor of President Botha’s attempts to initiate consultations 
about a joint future. It is illuminating that he did so considering 
his negotiating experience with the ANC. It should be clear to 
all who seek a peaceful solution that the government does not 
lack the willingness to negotiate and to create the necessary 
instruments to seek an acceptable solution.” 


BEELD on Biack Unions 
A page 8 editorial in Johannesburg Bee/d in Afrikaans on 16 July 
says that “unions will have to learn to distinguish between the 
promotion of pure political aims and their true objectives. The 
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impression which is now being created is that a minority of black 
unions is not keeping to the rules of the game. This not only places 
the whole union movement undei suspicion, it contributes to 
employe and employee regarding one another as enemies rather 
than partners. The black union movement is not being begrudged 
its bargaining power, but it will have to learn to cope with 
responsibility.” 


ZIMBABWE 


MP Critical of RSA Stance, Troops in Mozambique 
MB170447 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2504 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] Harare, July 16, SAPA — A Conservative Alliance of 
Zimbabwe member of parliament today called on the govern- 
ment to adopt a neutral position in relation to South Africa. 


Speaking in the assembly during the presidential debate, Mr 
Geoffrey Smith (Kadoma/Chegutu), said the situation between 
South Africa and Zimbabwe was deteriorating. 


He appeared to blame this on Zimbabwe, saying he knew South 
Africa liad on several occasions sought full diplomatic relations 
with Zimbabwe but this had always been turned down. While we 
are heckling with South Africa, I believe attitudes will harden 
there, he said. 


He said he believed Zimbabwe provided a good example of a full 
and integrated society. People in South Africa should look at it 
and change their ow 1 society. 


He said the government should set up a committee to go and 
negotiate with the South African Government. I believe the first 
thing we have to do is establish diplomatic relations, he said. 


Mr Smith, whose party held out against democracy in Zimbabwe 
for almost 15 years in the face of world opinion and economic- 
sanctions, said he did not believe (white) South Africans were 
afraid of majority rule or that apartheid was the issue at stake. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 


I think the (Zimbabwe) government wants a change of govern- 
ment there (in South Africa) with the ANC in charge, he said. 


If the government were to take a neutral position it could set up 
a committee to negotiate with Pretoria, he said. 


Mr Smith said the South African Government had increased its 
expenditure on defence by 40 per cent more than last year to 
ZD6.83 billion and its <xpenditure on the police force by 42 per 
cent. Therein lies the story, he said. 


| appeal! to this government and to the prime minister to set up a 
committee such as this so we can defuse the situation, he said. 
He maintained that if the situation was defused a motion such as 
the one on unemployment before the house would be unnecessary. 


Mr Smith also criticised Zimbabwe's military involvement in 
Mozambique and claimed his concern was shared by his con- 
stituents. (Mr Smith was elected to parliament for a whites only 
constituency in terms of a constitutional provision which was 
entrenched until earlier this year and is shortly to be abolished.) 


In the final analysis Mozambique will be the Vietnam of Zim- 
babwe, he said. He expressed sympathy with the government's 
desire to keep the Beira corridor to the coast open but said one 
had only to Icok at the number of Zimbabwean troops there now 
compared with those who went there originally to see his com- 
parison with Vietnam could be justified. 


Bulawayo Railroad Workers End 2-Day Strike 
MB!61336 Harare Domestic Service in English 
1115 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] The 2-day strike by Bulawayo artisans of the National 
Railways of Zimbabwe for additional allowances has ended. All 
the artisans have returned to work at this morning. The strike 
had been declared illegal by the minister of transport, Comrade 
Herbert Ushewokunze, who said it was against railway emer- 
gency regulations prohibiting industrial action of that nature. 
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THE GAMBIA 


BSC Interviews Jawara on Economic Issues 
AB162115 London BBC Worid Service in English 
1515 GMT 16 Jul 87 


{From the “Focus on Africa” program} 


[Text] One of the main items discussed by West African heads 
of state at the ECOWAS summit in Nigeria last week was the 
setting up of a common currency zone rather like the French 
CFA zone. This will particularly affect The Gambia, which is 
sandwiched between the CFA region and ECOWAS. Elizabeth 
Blunt asked President Dawda Jawara of The Gambia how he 
views the prospects of a common currency Zone. 


[Begin recording] [Jawara] Actually, the ECOWAS monetary 
program is very realistic and we go along with it entirely. I think 
the first thing will be to make the Western African Clearing 
House work more effectively, more efficiently, which, of course, 
automatically enhances trade wit hin the subreg’on. It means that 
we will then have a common currency which may be convertible, 
which will enhance our trade within this subregion. And of 
course, the South-South trade and cooperation is something 
which is [words indistinct] the development efforts of developing 
countries. 


[Blunt] You are not afraid of convertibility for your currency? 


[Jawara] No, I am not. | think if the 16 states of ECOWAS will 
manage to come together — which is a ig issue of course — it 
is not an easy (?thing). [laughs] But we are approaching it very 
seriously, and if we come together on a common currency, I tiink 
the backing of such currency will be such that we wil! not be 
afraid of it being convertible. 


[Blunt] I think the heads of state have also Seen considering a 
report by the special committee set up to consider the administra- 
tion of the ECOWAS after 10 years of operation, which revealed 
a certain number o* extravagancies and problems with expenses 
and things with'» che organization. What do you think could be 
done about that? 


[Jawara] Well, it is in the nature of such organizations, but in the 
course of time, they need to be revealed. And I think the 
organization is looking at the report with a view to implementing 
it so as to improve the efficiency, the structure, and the perfor- 
mance of the organ:zation and the staff. 


[Blunt] Would you like to see the sort of prosecution that took 
place within the French-speaking West African Economic Com- 
munity? 


[Jawara] Quite frankly, | doubt whether the infringements that 
(?sut wy) will come out in this report are of such magnitude as in 
those that you are referring to. What really has to be done is to 
tighten our procedures and our (?records) so that such minor 
irregularities do not have a chance to arise. I think the move 
important one, actually, is to look at the structure of the organiza- 
tion itself which has come out in the report and to streamline it, 
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and to make it ready to assume the many new orientations and 
restructuring that we have decided to adept [words indistinct] 
with the right orientations toward what should be done. [end 
recording | 


GHANA 


Radio Reports IDASA-ANC Visit, Urges Dialogue 
AB161950 Accra Domesiic Service in English 
1300 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Joe Bradford Nyinah commentary] 


[Text] Currently in the country is a 53-member South African 
delegation, which hela initial talks in Dakar, Senegal, with 
officials of the ANC. Dr Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, an executive 
director of the Institute for a Democratic Alternative for South 
Africa, IDASA, a group that initiated the Dakar talks, made a 
pertinent statement on arriva! yesterday. The liberal politician, 
who recently resiged from the racist parliament, said he was 
glad to have seen how independent African countries conduct 
their political and economic system, ad.nitting that the apartheid 
system has isolated South African whites from the rest of the 
continent. 


This is a known fact. But Dr Slabbert’s restatement of it is 
significant. The IDASA seeks to fight for a free nonracial 
democratic system in South Africa. It is therefore important that 
they see what operates in free countries in Africa, for the majority 
of blacks in South Africa have deliberately been kept underdevel- 
oped, uneducated, and ignorant so that the Boers can have the 
excuse to exclude them from the politics of the state. “he skills 
and talents of the black people are deliberately suppressed and 
their intelligence underestimated so that the capitalists can 
obtain cheap labor from them. Like the renowned writer Alan 
Paton said, it is permissible to use an unskitled man for an 
unskilled labor, but it is not permissible to keep a man unskilled 
for the sake of unskilled labor. 


This, however, is exactly what the Boers and their Western 
sponsors insist on doing to the black peoples of Africa. The heroic 
blacks have never accepted this economic, social, and political 
insult. They have for the past 75 years kicked against these insults 
by all means. The impact of their heroic struggle is the present 
visit of Dr Slabbert and his group to free Africa. Now the group, 
made up of various categories of professionals, has seen the 
African reality, and has realized that independext Africa has a 
vital role to play in the process of dismantling apartheid, and that 
the tendency to look for Euro-American solutions to an African 
problem is not on!; absurd, but also impossible. 


Like Miss Joyce Aryee said when she welcomed the Slabbert 
group to Ghana, the white South Africans should have nothing 
to fear, so long as they create conditions for justice and democ- 
racy in that country. It is hoped that when the group returns to 
South Africa, Botha will refuse to be deceived by the right-wing 
politicians and their media to intimidate these white men and 
women, but rather seek advice from them as te how to find a 
quick solution to the apartheia problem in order to forestall the 
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spilling of blood which, under the present circumstances, is 
inevitable. 


Visitors Welcomed; BBC Scored 
AB151948 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 15 Jul 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] The Ghanaian Times writes on the visit to Ghana by the 
group of 50 liberal white South Africans. The paper points out 
that making white South Africans to live in their own world is a 
strategy through which their fanatical loyalty to the apartheid 
regime is maintained through falsehood. 


According to the paper, one strand in this falsehood is the linkage 
it makes between revolution and communism. It says the white 
South African group will be expecting to see Burkina Faso and 
Ghana on the basis of what the racist regime has propagated 
about progressive and revolutionary African governments. The 
racist regime says such regimes are led by uncivilized and 
inhuman blacks. 


When the whites left South Africa to meet representatives of the 
ANC in Dakar, they did not indicate their intention to visit 
Burkina Faso and Ghana. The mentors of apartheid have become 
alarmed and the BBC, playing its official role for the survival of 
the apartheid regime, has been a major support for the dangerous 
misinformation to prevent the group from stopping in Ghana by 
concocting false information. The Times says the BBC has failed 
and the group is coming to Ghana to see things for themselves. 


IVORY COAST 


France’s Raimond Meets Officials, Returns Home 
LD162217 Paris International Service in French 
2030 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] [Announcer] The worsening in the Franco-Iranian crisis 
has prompted Jean-Bernard Raimond to cancel his visit to 
Angola. The French foreign minister announced that he had 
decided to return to Paris from Abidjan. In Abidjan, Brigitte 
Pierrard reports: 


[Begin Pierrard recording] At a news conference, which he held 
less than an hour after making this decision, the French foreign 
minister specified that he had planned his first official visit to 
black Africa to the Ivory Coast because of its president's p.estige 
and the excellent state of relations between the two countries. 


Both with his Ivorian counterpart and with President 
Houphovet-Boigny, Jean-Bernard Raimond mentioned Africa's 
big probtiems, particularly Chad, southern Africa, and debt. He 
specified that on the first two issues, Paris and Abidjan’s posi- 
tions were very close. France's position on Chad, he added, was 
generally well undetsiood by most African countrivs. On Africa's 
debt, particularly the financial crisis that the Ivory Coast is going 
through, the minister 2ssured his host of France's support both 
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at the bilateral level and at international venues. He did not, 
however, put forward any concrete aid proposals, specifying that 
these would be within the realm of the cooperation minister. 


Finally, Jean-Bernard Raimond stressed that, even if French- 
speaking Airica remained a priority for France, he intended to 
increase his aid to Portuguese-speaking countries. My visit to 
Angola, furthermore, will have to take place another time, he 
said. [end recording] 


[Announcer] Or. the problem of the debt, to which a large part of 
the talks between the French foreign minister and the Ivorian 
authorities was devoted, here is what Jean-Bernard Raimond 
said at his news conference: 


[Begin Rs wn ding} TheFrench Government is not in 
favor of ~« dea of cancelling debts because it is of the opinion 
that, fir ‘his core'sts of cancelling debts that are different, 
so this is a. ‘zn that is very fair. On the other hand, as the 


president said at the UNCTAD, a debt is a debt. So, we are 
rather thinl.ing about reimbursement facilities or debt resched- 
uling, which maintain, for the future, the credibility of the debtor 
countries toward creditors. We are totaily for examining pro- 
cesses that would again permit financial flows toward Third 
World countries. {end recording] 


LIBERIA 


Doe Answers Press Queries on Corruption, Economy 
AB161825 Monrovia Domestic Service in English 
1307 GMT 16 Jul 87 


{News conference given by Liberian President Samuel Kanyon 
Doe to the national and international press in Monrovia on 16 
July — intercepted in progress] 


[Excerpts] [Doe] [passage indistinct] As a further move, we sus- 
pended with immediate effect, the collections of all (? revenue 
tolls) by the national [words indistinct] or any other entity pend- 
ing the completion of the work of the special cabinet committee. 
Of late, the mass handling of public funds by those required to 
administer government's finances has claimed our attention. 
Thereafter, all such persons should be bonded appropriately to 
safeguard public interest. 


In another move, citizens and residents in arrears for real estate 
iaxes have also been required to settle their obligations to gov- 
ernmeni and have been given a deadline tc meet same. 


However, owners of real estate from whom government has 
(?property) [words ind’ stinc:} who owe taxes to government may 
offset such taxes aga:ast outstanding rental payments. Govern- 
ment recognizes that Liberian working men and women are the 
ones who have continued to bear the financial burden of sustain- 
ing this nation. Our people have had to make an unprecedented 
sacrifice as a result of the increased hardships over the years. To 
alleviate this burden, governmcn: has thought it fit to give them 
a break in a number of areas. 
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Accordingly, on 30 July 1987, the progress and development tax 
will be canceled while the head tax of $60 per annum will be 
abolished as of January 1988. As our discussions continue, a 
(?measure) designed to streamline fiscal management and to 
improve the efficiency of the budget process was adopted. In this 
connection, the Liberian fiscal year will be changed to a calendar 
year torun from | January to 31 December each year. While the 
current budget, presently under review, will, however, not be 
adjusted and will continue to be valid until 31 December 1987 
when the new budget will come into effect. 


The cabinet also decided that all logging companies operating in 
Liberia would pay their taxes directly to the banks and present 
receipts to the Committee on Forestry and that a private firm in 
the name of the Forestry Development Authority be commis- 
sioned to assess the timber products in Liberia. 


Government believes that this action will ensure a check and 
balance system and proper accountability in the timber industry. 
Furthermore, any logging company which fails to operate within 
the framework of the contract signed with government, or which 
contravenes the laws and regulations of government, shall have 
their contracts canceled. It should be noted that those measures 
which require legislative approval are being submitted to that 
body for consideration. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the press, accountability is a matter of 
concern to this government. Therefore, it is our view that when 
public servants, whose functions should be based upon active and 
moral considerations, are mixed up in allegations of corruption 
and impropriety, we are (?forced to strike) where necessary in 
accordance with the declared policy of accountability in govern- 
ment. So then, as we deliberated, it became appropriate to 
constitute a commission headed by Councillor Amos Peter 
George to probe the specific allegations made against the director 
general of the General Services Agency, GSA, Mr Clarence C. 
Momolu, and Dr J. Bernard Blamo in his capacity as former 
managing director of the National Port Authority. 


The (?full-fledged) report of this committee is to be presented to 
government within 2 weeks. Based on the findings, appropriate 
action will be taken to protect government’s interests. Also, in 
our drive against corruption and malpractices, we were con- 
strained to dismiss and suspend several customs officers at the 
Roberts International Airport and the National Port Authority, 
respectively. We wish to mention at this point in time that those 
actions were also being taken to defend the supreme interest of 
the Liberian people and nation. 


Ladies and gentlemen of the press, consistent with government 
policy to keep our citizens abreast of issues and developments as 
they affect their welfare, I shall now brief you on the $2.5 million 
issue which has been of concern to government and the public. 


In 1986, during the tenure of former Minister Robert C. Tub- 
man, the board of directors of Liberian Mining Corporation, 
LIMICO, decided to contract a $15 million loan from the 
Meridian International Bank based in London, England. 
LIMICO is 100 percent owned by the Government of the Repub- 
lic of Liberia. It came into being when government decided to 
acquire the 25 percent share of LAMCO [L iberian-American- 
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Swedish Minerals Company] joint ventures relinquished by an 
American company. Of this amount, $10 million was to be 
utilized as government's contribution to the operation cost of this 
joint venture, while $5 million was to revert to government for 
other purposes, including salary payment. 


However,of the $5 million, only $2.5 million was actually dis- 
bursed to government and was used for settlement of that obliga- 
tion, leaving a balance of $2.5 million which was disbursed by 
the Meridian Bank based on an unauthorized instruction given 
by the former minister of finance, Mr Robert C. Tubman. As a 
result of investigations and a series of discussions, Meridian Bank 
has now agreed to refund a portion of the total amount to the 
Government of Liberia. Because of the former Finance Minister 
Robert C. Tubman’s negligence and misjudgment, government 
now stands to lose an amount of $1.487 million. 


The (?difference) of this amount is hereto attached. Accordingly, 
government is contemplating appropriate action to be taken in 
order to safeguard its interest. 


Ladies and gentlement of the press, there may be some degree of 
awareness among our people regarding the corrective actions 
underway by government to address our economic problems. It 
is our sincere wish, therefore, that our people and the public, 
including the business community, bear with any temporary 
inconviences that these corrective activities may entail. We are 
convinced that they will in the long-term ensure the improvement 
of the Liberian economy. We therefore appeal to all patriotic 
citizens and our friends to join the efforts of government to attain 
economic recovery in the shortest possible time. 


Again, ladies and gentlemen of the press, we want to reaffirm 
uur commitmeni to press freedom in this country. We recognize 
the important role press plays in the overall development of our 
nation. However, we want to urge the press to perform its 
responsibility within the context of professional ethics and moral 
judgment. Equally so, our news organs must be careful not to 
violate the constitutional rights of our citizens and residents, 
including those serving in government. 


Finally, government wishes to express to you its appreciation to 
all of our citizens and foreign residents for their support of our 
economic recovery program. We urge the public to continue to 
participate by sending in their comments and suggestions on 
issues of national concern. (?In doing so) success is sure. 


We cannot fail. Liberia is our home. Let us work together. Thank 
you! [applause] 


Now ladies and gentlemen of the press, we will entertain ques- 
tions. 


[Bantu] Isaac Bantu of the BBC. Mr President, according to our 
Constitution, Article 71 says that the chief justice and associate 
justices of the Supreme Court, and judges of the subordinate 
courts of (?the Republic) shall hold office during good behavior 
and will be removed upon impeachment and convinction by the 
legislature based on proved misconduct, gross breach of duty, or 
inability to perform functions of their duty. And also it went on 
to say that all convictions in a court of law for treason, bribery 
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or other infamous crimes. [sentence as heard] My question here 
now is that the bench were removed from office. We were never 
told as to what they did or not. In order to actually inform our 
people both at home and abroad, we would like you to tell us what 
was their fault? 


[Doe] Thank you for having quoted all the provisions within the 
Constitution. I think the former chief justice and justices of the 
Supreme Court have their constitutional rights, even if the 
president requested them to resign, they have their constitutional 
rights to refuse to resign. If they resigned, then if there is any 
issue that causes the president to ask for their resignation, then 
of course, we will forward it to the legislature. But true to our 
sincerity, they could resign without any objection. So we don’t 
want to go into what led to their resignation. So we don’t know 
and we also know...[interrupted by applause and laughter] 


[Baba] Jaa Baba, editor of the Graphic. The public would like to 
know why is it that Robert Tubman, after being thoroughly 
investigated by any committee of the Executive Mansion, why is 
it that Tubman still holds on to his post? Why has he not been 
asked to resign? 


[Doe] Gentleman, if you can recall, on 6 May 1987, during the 
celebration of my 37th birthday, it was then I mentioned the 
question of the $2.5 million. And so, it is not easy to just accuse 
somebody and at the same time to dismiss him without finding 
the facts. [passage omitted] 


[Gruduah] Mr President, I am Narlly Gruduah from radio 
ELWA. In the last couple of weeks beginning this June, you and 
your cabinet have embarked on a vigorous campaign to revive the 
economy, such as probing a few (words indistinct] and adopting 
a series of measures. I want to know whether these measures that 
you are taking, they appear to coincide with the coming of 17 
U.S. experts to Liberia [words indistinct] these people were 
supposed to arrive in Liberia in July, and you have embarked on 
(issues) and measures. Have you, for any reason, been pressur- 
ized by the coming of these U.S. experts to carry out such 
measures in your cabinet or in your government? 


[Doe] First of all, in the first place, let me tell you that I don’t 
submit myself to pressure, and I will never be pressurized. And 
this is to say that if, for instance, suppose in the countryside where 
our people sometimes find it difficult [words indistinct] and if 
some people are coming to help you — at least to bring you 
through to (?better) your farming — because of information 
{words indistinct}. So when these 17 American people are coming, 
let us try and do something, otherwise we are setting the pace for 
them to come so as to help them to make their work very much 
easier. 


[Gruduah] Ok, Mr President, this is a follow-up: According to 
information, they [the 17 Americans] were due to arrive in July. 
What day exactly are they coming to Liberia? 


[Doe] But you say July. Has July ended? [laughter] [words 
indistinct] [passage omitted} 


[Asante] Mr President, Ben Asante, Africa Now magazine. Mr 
President, it took 2 months for you to clear the air regarding the 
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$2.5 million. I just want to ask: Don’t you think it is very 
damaging to the integrity of your cabinet ministers when this 
question was hanging in the air for this long? And secondly, with 
the seriousness that you have shown concerning the campaign 
against corruption, will it not be helpful and enhance the integrity 
of some of your ministers if you asked them to stay out for the 
period that their activities are being looked into? 


[Doe] To stay out of what? 
[Asante] To step aside. 
[Doe] Let me say [words indistinct]. 


[Asante] I mean, I am not even one of those involved in corrup- 
tion... 


[Unidentified reporter interrupts] Especially the minister of for- 
eign affairs whose position is highly visible, and when he goes out 
to represent this country, he does not want to have a situation 
where the newspapers are writing all kinds of things about him. 
People may not take the seriousness with which he is trying to 
represent your country. 


[Doe] Because he was accused? 
[Unidentified reporter] Yes because... 


[Doe interrupts] But I have set a commission to find out. Suppose 
I go ahead and put him out and later on we find out that the 
allegation was not true, then what do I do? [words indistinct} 


[Asante] That is the high price, I am afraid, you have to pay if 
you really want to show that you are serious about this exercise. 
And my follow-up: In view of all that is being said, will it be 
possible for you to ask your ministers and yourself to declare your 
assets so that people don’t carry the rumor anymore? 


[Doe] Well, I cannot do that without the approval of the National 
Legislature, and | am not aware of any such article in our 
Constitution that the president or the ministers should declare 
their assets before taking their respective offices. If that is true, 
then of course, I have no reservation, I have to declare my assets 
today or any time. [passage omitted] 


[Reeds] Mr President, I am Mary Reeds from the Information 
Ministry, and I have two questions for you. The first is that the 
suggestion that a member of the mass media constitute the 
investigation committee to investigate the two officials of govern- 
ment seems to have been welcome locally. I would like to know 
how you feel about this? That is my first question. 


[Doe] Well, I feel that journalists should (?quit) because the press 
will like to report anything that they see or anything that they 
hear. And so they might be reporting while investigation is going 
on. So I will suggest that we wait until the commission [words 
indistinct}. I think we should wait. Maybe another time when 
another situation arises, then we can put them on the committee 
so that they can take responsibilities, too. 
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[Reeds] My second question concerns the Ministry of Commerce. 
At a time when Liberia needs to preserve foreign exchange as 
well as protect our local industry and give some incentives to 
them, the Commerce Ministry has lifted the ban on importation 
of locally [as heard] produced goods. Sir, | want to ask you if you 
think this was necessary, or would you just comment on how you 
feel about it. 


{Doe} Weil, I think at this point in time it is necessary for the fact 
that, we thought our local industries would have served the best 
interest of the general public. That is to say, if you can buy a pack 
of cigarettes — locally made cigarettes — at 50 cents, and an 
imported one at $1, then you will prefer the one locally made. 
But if our own local products are of low standards and (?are of 
high) price, why should we continue to (?protect) these indus- 
tries? [passage omitted] So, until they can come and tell the 
government what actually they want to do, I think we should 
(?make) the market open to the public so that they could be in 
competetion. That’s all. [applause] [passage omitted] 


[Reporter] There was a recent report that some Liberians in 
Ghana were under arrest, and some group of Liberians were 
accused — a student — of being a Doe agent in Ghana? Are you 
aware of this. And if so what is your position on this report? 


[Doe] I read in the newspaper that a student was deported because 
he was accused of being my agent. And, as a matter of fact, I 
have no agents abroad. And so, if this man was deported because 
of that, I think the minister of foreign affairs will [words indis- 
tinct] international issue. 


[Reporter] Mr President, sometime last year, there was a scandal 
at the Ministry of Finance, at which time the Honorable Alvin 
Jones was the minister. It was to the tune of $18 million and a 
committee was set aside chaired by Emmanuel Shaw, now min- 
ister of commerce. They went to do investigations or whatever 
they did. The public is yet to be informed. Or maybe if they 
published their report, I was not aware of this. If so, | would like 
to know. 


[Doe] I was not aware of detecting [words indistinct]. But I was 
the one that recommended that committee. I think one journalist 
asked me the same question during our last conference and I went 
to contact the minister himself... [Doe changes thought} So, I 
don’t know whether Minister Jones — I am sure, I heard 
Minister Jones to say that certain groups of officials at the 
Ministry of Finance were involved in corruption. He was then at 
the time minister, but he himseif was not involved... 


[Reporter interrupts] I am not saying he was... 


[Doe interrupts] I am coming: Minister Shaw’s report did not 
implicate Minister Jones. He only recommended that certain 
individuals should be dismissed and they were dismissed. But if 
you can find a copy of that report, maybe I will be able to address 
myself appropriately to your question. [passage omitted] 
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AFP on Revenue Increase, Anticorruption Campaign 
AB161258 Paris AFP in French 2047 GMT 14 Jul 87 


[Text] Monrovia, 14 Jul (AFP) — The recent anticorruption 
campaign launched by the Liberian Government and the estab- 
lishment of stringent economic measures have led to the reorga- 
nization of the Liberian economy, local analysts say. This 
campaign, which was personally launched by President Doe last 
May, is aimed at curing the country’s major economic ailments, 
that is the low prices of export products (iron ore and rubber) and 
widespread corruption. Official statistics show that government 
revenue increased over the last 3 weeks, thus enabling it to pay 
civil servants their monthly salaries. 


According to the minister of finance, the amount of tax collected 
quadrupled during the same period and reached an average of 
$40,000 a day as compared with about $7,000 a day in previous 
years. The total amount of duties collected at the Robertsfield 
International Airport and the Monrovia Port increased after the 
dismissal of customs officers accused of corruption. Several top 
civil servants, including two deputy ministers, have been dis- 
missed for corruption. Others are being probed. 


The minister of foreign affairs, J. Bernard Blamo and the director 
of the General Services Agency, Clarence Momolu, were 
involved in the recent financial scandal. Mr Blamo was accused 
of embezzling $650,000 when he was head of the Liberia Port 
Authority, and Mr Momolu was accused of selling lubricants to 
a private manufacturer of car batteries for $37,000. 


The government has directed all traders to issue bills and receipts 
for all transactions in order to enable the Ministry of Commerce 
to control prices. The Liberian authorities also attacked foreign 
investors, mainly Lebanese and Indians, who control about 80 
percent of Liberian trade. Last month, two Lebanese were 
expelled for corruption and falsification of import licenses. 


Officials of the Ministry of Commerce said that foreign investors 
had reacted favorably to the initiative to privatize some public 
enterprises. Some French, Israelis, Americans, and West Ger- 
mans seem interested in agriculture and food production, 
although the regulations stipulate that exporters should mainly 
employ Liberians and use local raw materiais. 


The government is also determined to support its two major 
export activities: iron ore extraction and rubber production. At 
the end of the seventies, more than 20,000 Liberians were 
employed in the two sectors. In view of low production prices, 
there are only 8,000 employees left, according to official statis- 
tics. 


The country’s major mining company, the Liberian-American- 
Swedish Minerals Company (LAMCO), in which the state owns 
half the shares, was able to maintain only 25 percent of its jobs. 
It was getting ready to cease its activities within the next 6 
months but the government has stated it must remain open until 
1990. 
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Soviet Envoy Expresses Desire for Friendly Ties 
AB162005 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
0709 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] The chairman of the House Standing Committee on 
Foreign Relations, Mr J. Samuel Smith, has said that Liberia 
would remain committed to the policies of [words indistinct] and 
noninterference in the internal affairs of other states. Represen- 
tative Smith made the statement yesterday at his Capitol Hill 
office when the charge d'affaires of the Russian Embassy in 
Monrovia, Mr (Abel Sakalov), paid a courtesy call on him. He 
said Liberia would continue to promote closer working relations 
and general cooperation with other nations. Mr Smith welcomed 
the Russian diplomat to Liberia and wished him a successful tour 
of duty. 


In remarks, Mr (Sakalov) thanked Representative Smith for the 
warm hospitality accorded him during the visit and said: We are 
in a country with a new vigor to promote the friendly ties between 
Liberia and the Soviet Union. He said Russians would continue 
to assist friendly countries in their development efforts despite 
ideological differences. He said his government cordially wel- 
comes the green revolution program launched by the president, 
Dr Samuel Kanyon Doe. 
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Ban on New Banks at Foreign Exchange Market Lifted 
ABI161245 Lagos Domestic Service in English 
0600 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[Text] New banks, which were excluded from bidding at the 
defunct Second-tier Foreign Exchange Market [SFEM], are now 
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free to participate at the foreign exchange market. The Central 
Bank said that the decision was taken by the Federal Government 
after a review of the old policy. The bank, however, warned the 
new banks to ensure that their operations were subject to the rules 
and regulations governing foreign exchange transactions in the 
country. The first bidding under the unified foreign exchange 
market takes place in Lagos today. 


Newspapers React to Afrikaner-ANC Meeting 
AB161300 Lagos International Service in English 
0830 GMT 16 Jul 87 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Two papers, the Guardian and the Daily Sketch write on 
the recent meeting in Dakar, Senegal, between 50 white South 
Africans and representatives of the exiled African National 
Congress, ANC. They have similar views on the issue. The 
Guardian describes the meeting as the most significant political 
diplomatic victory scored by the ANC in recent times, but it 
regrets that the meeting did not agree on the need for armed 
struggle. It says the agreement reached at the end of the meeting 
was far-reaching and historic. The Guardian, in commending the 
ANC, calls on the congress to expand its fund and increase its 
political pressure on Botha. 


The Sketch, on its part, calls on Botha and other apostles of 
apartheid to dismantle the apartheid system. 
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